JONATHAN E. BUCHAN, ]R.

2019-20 Recipient of the Ayscue Professionalism Award

The Mecklenburg Bar Foundation
(MBF) is pleased to announce that Jonathan
E. Buchan, Jr. was awarded the 2019-20
Ayscue Professionalism Award at the
October 31 Law & Society Luncheon. The
MBF’s Ayscue Professionalism Award is
presented each year to a present or former
member(s) of the Mecklenburg County Bar
to recognize exemplary professionalism.
Criteria may include outstanding service
through or on behalf of the Mecklenburg
County Bar or the Mecklenburg Bar
Foundation for the benefit of the legal
community or the community at large;
substantial and significant service to the
community, to the Bar, or to the justice
system, whether on the basis of lifetime
contributions or a specific project; and/or
embodiment of the traits to which all
attorneys should aspire: high ethical
standards, model conduct, unquestioned
integrity, and consistent competence.

Jon Buchan grew up in Mullins, South
Carolina. After earning an AB degree in
political history magna cum laude from
Princeton University in 1972, his interest
in politics and his lifelong commitment
to community led him to return to South
Carolina and join others in launching an
alternative newspaper, Osceola. His work
at Osceola soon caught the attention of the
managing editor of The Charlotte Observer,
who hired him for the newspaper’s
Columbia, SC Bureau.

After three years as a reporter, Jon left for
Duke Law School, where he earned his law
degree in 1978. His life in the law began
when he came to work as an associate at
Helms, Mulliss & Johnston in Charlotte, the
firm that represented The Charlotte Observer.
In the early 1980s, the Observer lured Jon
back briefly as its Government Editor, but
he ultimately realized he belonged in the
practice of law and was welcomed back to
his old firm. He practiced as a partner in
that firm and its successive iterations (now
McGuireWoods LLP) until the end of 2015,

www.MeckBar.org

when he joined Essex Richards PA.,
where he continues his practice.

Jon has rendered outstanding
service to the Mecklenburg County
Bar through his efforts as a president
of the MCB. His year in office was
marked by high creativity and high
activity. During his tenure: the
Special Commiittee on Diversity
was created; the MCB Speakers’
Luncheon program was established;
a weekly “Ask a Lawyer” program was
launched with TV News 14; a weekly “Talk
to My Lawyer” column was launched in
The Charlotte Observer; Charlotte hosted
the North Carolina Court of Appeals for
two days of oral arguments, for the first
time since 1989; and the first Judicial
Recognition Dinner was held to honor the
federal judges of the Western District of
North Carolina.

Jon’ leadership and involvement in
the MCB and MBF did not end there.

He went on to chair the Bar Leadership
Institute in 2007-08. He cochaired, with
George Hanna, the Memorials Committee
from 2010-14, and he continues to serve
as a committee contributor. He was also a
member of the Board of the Mecklenburg
Bar Foundation from 2010-13.

Jon’ service to the community extends
beyond his leadership roles in law-related
activities. In 2004-05, he participated in
a signature program sponsored by the
Community Building Initiative, a nonprofit
organization established by government and
civic leaders to achieve racial and ethnic
inclusion and equity in the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg community. The CBI’s year-
long Leadership Development Initiative
program, in which Jon participated,
supports community leaders in the roles
they and their organizations play in
building a more inclusive and equitable
Charlotte-Mecklenburg.

The criteria for the Ayscue
Professionalism Award embraces sustained,
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Jon Buchan and Ozzie Ayscue at the 2019-20 Law & Society
Luncheon

outstanding service to the Bar and the
community at large, that may serve as a
personal and professional inspiration to
others. Jon Buchan’s professional career and
his life of service to the bar, to the justice
system, and to the community make him an
exemplary model of the qualities this award
was established to recognize.

It is for these reasons and many more that
we are proud to award Jon Buchan the 2019-
20 Ayscue Professionalism Award. vCES

Editorial Policy and Disclaimer

The Mecklenburg County Bar (MCB) accepts
editorial material of general legal interest to

the practicing Bar of the 26th Judicial District
for inclusion in the Mecklenburg Bar News,
MeckBar.org, Bar Blasts and related methods of
communication. The implicit purposes of the
Mecklenburg Bar News, MeckBar.org, Bar Blasts
and related methods of communication are to
educate members of the MCB and to create
and maintain shared communication with its
members. The Communications Committee,
MCB Executive Director and/or MCB Executive
Committee reserve the right to accept, reject or
edit all material. The MCB Executive Director is
the editor of all MCB communications.

DISCLAIMER Efforts will be made to provide
information of interest that is timely, accurate
and relevant to the legal community. The MCB
is not responsible for misprints, typographical
errors or misinformation in the Mecklenburg
Bar News, MeckBar.org, Bar Blasts and related
methods of communication. The views and
opinions are not necessarily those of the 26th
Judicial District Bar.

Communications Committee: Jeremy Sugg,
Chair, Caitlin Walton, Vice-Chair, Meredith
Barnette, Derek Bast, Shantia Coley, Bethany
Corbin, Ross Fulton, Lauren Hunstad, Jeff
Poulsen, Nathan Viebrock, Caitlin Walton,
Danielle Walle, Greg Hicks and Leah Campbell,
Staff Liaisons.



